Thanks for the doctors, New York
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Dr. Jackelinne Pilar Villalobos was one of Brooklyn’s few female English and Spanish-speaking obstetricians.
She loved the city and her patients, and never wanted to leave -- but 18 months ago, she moved to Houston,
where we’re delighted to have her.
Villalobos’ journey to Texas began in 2003, when our Legislature reformed Texas’ legal system -- including
sweeping medical-malpractice reforms. Back then, doctors in New York and Texas were paying about the same
for medical-liability insurance. In Villalobos’ case, it was more than $100,000.
But under the Texas reforms, rates immediately began to fall -- 15 percent in the first year alone. Since 2003,
medical liability rates in New York have increased more than 60 percent; in Texas, they’ve dropped by 54 percent.
By 2009, Villalobos’ premium was $186,000 -- with a rate hike of 5 percent to 12 percent expected within the
year. Even delivering as many as 10 babies a day, she couldn’t practice enough medicine to even cover her cost
of doing business.
But she didn’t give up. She took a second job in a free clinic so that the clinic would help pay the insurance
premiums -- and she went to Albany to explain the need for lawsuit reform.
Her sister, a trial attorney in New York, finally told her to “pack her bags and go” -- the trial bar has too much
influence in Albany, she warned; the law will never change. Reluctantly, Villalobos left for Texas.
She’s not alone in her exodus. Along with her family, she brought her best friend and fellow OB/GYN, Dr. Irina
Karban. Together, they’ve opened two offices and hired six employees; their practice is thriving.
According to the Texas Medical Board records, we’ve picked up 1,271 New York physicians since September
2003, when Texas voters approved the Proposition 12 medical-liability reforms.
Overall, our state has nearly 26,000 more physicians than the 33,000 in practice pre-Prop 12. The vast majority
moved from other states.
Meanwhile, New York has u
sed tax dollars to create a “Patient Compensation Fund” as a type of malpractice coverage and a way of inducing physicians to stay in New York. It’s not working -- frivolous suits have not abated; it’s just more money
flowing to the plaintiff’s bar, this time from the taxpayers.
How have the two approaches fared? According to State Health Facts, a project of the Henry J. Kaiser Family
Foundation, the total amount paid in medical-malpractice claims in 2009 was almost eight times higher in New
York than Texas, with the average New York payment nearly three times higher.
Needless to say, that is hugely important to a medical provider’s bottom line. But for a patient in need of medical care, it’s not a lawsuit that matters. It is the individual care and concern of their doctor they seek -- like Villalobos, now caring for women in Texas. That’s the real impact of good legal reform -- the skillful care provided
by 26,000 extra doctors.

By the way, charity care is also up by more than $500 million a year, and we’ve seen well over $7 billion total
in medical-facility development and expansion.
The Texas Medical Board estimates that, because of Proposition 12, Texans have more than 2 million added
patient visits a year. This is an enormous increase in actual care, and demonstrates the difference that fair courts
and laws make in the delivery of health care.
Your Gov. Cuomo was both smart and brave to raise the issue of medical-malpractice reform this spring. As
long as your lawmakers continue to slam the door on conscientious medical providers like Dr. Villalobos, the
welcome mat is out for them in Texas.
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