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Proposition 12 offers thoughtful
compromise to healing health care
T

exas is facing a medical liability crisis that
threatens the ability of many
patients to get the care they
need. Some regions of the state
are affected more than others.
But every county in Texas is
facing serious medical problems brought on by excess
litigation.
Large numbers of lawsuits
that are ultimately dismissed
and a few excessively high
damage awards have contributed to increasing difficulty for
doctors, nurses, clinics, hospitals and nursing homes to afford insurance. Higher liability
insurance costs mean higher
health care costs for patients
and, in many cases, fewer medical services.
In many areas, doctors are
restricting their practices and
steering clear of high-risk patients because of lawsuit concerns; Emergency room services for head injuries, childbirth
and trauma involving small
children are in shorter supply
because they are considered
higher risk.
During the just-completed legislative session, lawmakers thoroughly and thoughtfully set out to address this
problem. The Senate State
Affairs Committee, which I
chair, heard 61 hours of testimony involving more than
400 witnesses and every conceivable point of view. Most of
the testimony focused on the
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Our legislative remedy,
are left with medical services which has been signed into

law by the governor, features
a $750,000 cumulative cap on
noneconomic damages. It was
passed with strong support
from Democrats and Republicans. This is a compromise
reached after many hours of
deliberations, and I believe it is
fair for Texas.
This cap allows people injured by medical malpractice to
be fairly compensated, but still
provides incentives for insurers
to lower their rates. Without
a cap, these liability costs will
continue to rise and Texans
will continue to see the cost of
their medical services rise.
Without a cap, we will
continue to see doctors leaving their practices or steering
clear of high-risk procedures
because they cannot afford
malpractice insurance.
The Legislature has done
its part, but the job is not done.
This solution to the medical care crisis must be put in
place immediately. To do so
it must be approved by Texas’
voters. There will be those who
will attempt to stall these reforms in court by challenging
their constitutionality. In order
that such challenges not delay
implementation, uncertainty
must be put to rest by approval
of Proposition 12 on Sept. 13.
I encourage Texas voters
to vote for Proposition 12 on
Sept. 13.

